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Beta Conclave 2009. An excellent turnout of Tau Betas at this annual 
assembly of Sons of the Dragon. 

Men of Principle: A Way of Life at 513 
 
Once again, the brothers of Tau chapter near the close to another successful school 

year that was epitomized by academic excellence, athletic success, community 

activism, and campus leadership. The month of January saw eleven members of 

Wabashôs freshman class earn the honor of initiation  into the fraternal bond of 

brotherhood of Beta Theta Pi. Representation throughout Wabashôs clubs and 

teams continue to thrive at an all -time high with eight varsity sports being repre-

sented, as well as three student publications, high-ranking roles within the Sphinx 

Club, as well as participation in philanthropic groups such as Best Buddies. How-

ever, involvement does not end with the spring semester in early May. As you will 

find within the inside of this edition of the Bark, numerous brothers will be par-

ticipating in internships, jobs, and research scholarships in several states this up-

coming summer.  

Brandan Alford ~1811~  
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BETA THETA PI:  

Beta Theta Pi is dedicated to build-

ing men of principle for a principled 

life. Our brotherhood aids the indi-

vidual, builds the Fraternity and 

strengthens the host academic 

institution through lifelong devo-

tion to intellectual excellence, high 

standards of moral conduct and 

responsible citizenship.  

Tauôs Bark  



ñ  ...a band of hearty young men just setting out on the road of 
life.ò (excerpt  from Tau of Beta Theta Pi 150 years at Wabash) 

Wabash College has received a $1.7 million gift 

from the estate of Norman Rowe ô60, which will 

endow a need-based scholarship program for 

entering freshmen. Rowe passed away on Janu-

ary 19, 2009. 

Norman P. Rowe graduated from Wabash in 

1960. He majored in philosophy at Wabash and 

was a member of Beta Theta Pi. He was also a 

member of Eta Sigma Phi honorary, the phi-

losophy club, and the camera club. He spent his 

junior year studying at Edinburgh University.  

He earned his law degree from the University of 

Michigan and spent the bulk of his career as a respected attorney at 

the Indianapolis law firm of Baker & Daniels.  

"Wabash College has always prided itself on being an institution of 

integrity, and it is my expectation that the College will display that 

integrity in making use of the scholarship fund," Rowe said when he 

created the bequest in 1999. 

The Rowe Scholarship will be available to freshmen who enroll in the 

fall of 2010. 

 

WABASH COLLEGE  

NORMAN P. ROWE   

Wabash College was founded in 

1832 and is a small, pri-

vate, liberal arts college for  men, 

located in Crawfordsville, Indi-

ana. Wabash is one of only three 

remaining mainstream all -men's 

liberal arts colleges in the United 

States. With fewer than 900 stu-

dents, Forbes magazine placed 

Wabash as 12th best school over 

all. Besides Wabashôs stellar rank-

ings, the academics are top notch 

with small class sizes and excel-

lent teacher-student interactions. 

The alumni are also a major con-

tributing factor with their willing-

ness to help current students as 

well as other alumni Athletics at 

Wabash is more of a long tradi-

tion with the Monon Bell Classic 

held every year for the past 116 

years. Besides football numerous 

others traditions make Wabash 

one of a kind. Motto: Wabash 

Always Fights!  

FOUNDERS OF BETA THETA PI 

John Reily Knox 1839 

 

Samuel Taylor Marshall  1840 

 

David Linton  1839 

 

James George Smith 1840 

 

Charles Henry Hardin  1841 

 

John Holt Duncan  1840 

 

Michael Clarkson Ryan  1839 

 

Thomas Boston Gordon 1840 
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TAU CHAPTER HISTORY  

Tau Chapter's founder, John Coburn was a good friend of Oliver 

P. Morton, later the governor of Indiana. Coburn later led the 

famed 33rd in the Civil War and was the officer who accepted the 

surrender of Atlanta. After the war, he became a prominent at-

torney in Indianapolis and served in Congress.   

 

In 1907, the Betas purchased a large Victorian home at 513 West 

Wabash Avenue from the family of one of the College's founders. 

This was beginning of the "modern era" of fraternities at Wa-

bash, as two other fraternities on campus also chose to build 

chapter houses. Now, brothers would not only meet, sing, and 

greet each other, they would also sleep and eat under the same 

roof in a co- operative manner.  The house was later remodeled 

in the late 1920's as an English Tudor Revival structure. 

 

The Active Chapter continues this legacy of excellence. It is, by 

all accounts, one of the most involved house on campus.  Betas 

are extremely active in all campus activities ranging from Stu-

dent Senate and college admissions volunteers to the Sphinx 

Club honorary. Additionally, large numbers of  

Betas are found on almost all varsity sports. Betas are famous for 

their loud support of their varsity brother -players as well as 

those competing in intramural sports.  

 

The Tau chapter has won more trophies and awards than any 

other fraternity on the Wabash campus. While these are proud 

achievements, Tau Chapter is most proud of its reputation as a 

house of honorable, well-rounded members. Wabash College's 

liberal -arts mission is to create well-rounded men who will be 

able to adapt to whatever our changing world offers. 
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TAU CHAPTER PAST: 

Recent Past Presidents:  

Chad Sorenson 2008-2009  

Steven Egan 2007-2008  

Bart Banach 2006-2007 

Josh Owens 2005-2006  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent Past Vice-Presidents: 

Joshua Miracle 2008 -2009  

Wes Prichard 2007-2008  

Chris Brown 2006 -2007 

Bryan Tyler Engh  2005-2006  

PRESIDENT  

As the current vice president I am very fortunate 
to be in this position. Thus far I have met with 
other brothers in the house, members of the col-
lege and Beta administration, as well as Tau 
Chapter advisors about my expectations and new 
ideas that I could implement as vice president 

I am very fortunate to have a great leader above 
me like our current president, Josh Miracle, and 
seniors like Will Hoffman and Chad Sorenson 
who have been available to help me understand 
the responsibilities I now have as vice president. 

Some of my new ideas I have are around paying 
attention to the little things. I will be working to-
ward getting every house position to have a binder 
with all the pertinent to that position within the 
binder for future brothers who are interested in the position. Another big idea 
that I am going to work on is simply more brotherhood. I have noticed that we 
are more together as a house when we do more things together. Getting more 
brothers involved in Philanthropy, committee meetings and more fun acti-
vated will help me achieve this goals but also help build a more connected 
house. 

VICE PRESIDENT  
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The position of President of the Tau chapter of 

Beta Theta Pi has proved to be highly demanding yet 

very exciting.  Although the role of president becomes 

difficult at times, my supporting executive cabinet 

makes my job easy.  Fellow brothers who have assumed 

leadership roles in the house have begun to exceed any 

expectations that I laid out for them at the beginning of 

the semester. 

Before the second semester of school began, I 

was able to attend the chapter presidentôs leadership 

academy in Oxford Ohio.  With the help of facilitators 

and over 100 other chapter presidents, I was able to 

learn valuable bits of information that I am confident 

will help me succeed during my term in office.  In addi-

tion, in early February our executive committee will be 

attending a Keystone Leadership Conference in Lisle Illinois.  This will be a great op-

portunity for our officers to lay out goals and discuss ideas that will benefit our house.  

Aside from my role as president of the house, I also lead two bible studies 

weekly.  One of these studies is conducted in the fraternity and approximately 15 broth-

ers participate weekly.  I am also a member of the football team and serve as one of the 

teamôs community service captains.  For the past two years I have served as president of 

a student organized club AMPED (similar to athletes in actions).  Twenty four members 

of this club including myself and four other Betas will be going on a missionôs trip to 

Botswana Africa over spring break.   

Although my semester looks very busy, I am very excited to embrace the chal-

lenge of being the president of Beta Theta Pi. 

Joshua Miracle ~1787~  


